
 

 

THE CITY OF LAKE FOREST 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 67 
 
Title:    Education Committee Meeting 
Date:    Wednesday, February 22, 2017 
Time:    8:15 a.m. 
Location:   West Campus, Seminar A 
Participants:  Beth Clemmensen, Jeff Folker, Suzanne Sands, Rebecca  

Jenkins, Susan Milsk, Tara Eggers     
Administration present:  Michael Simeck, Ingrid Weimer, Renee Devore, Tom Cardamone, Michael Kroll 
Staff Present:   Emilie Correa, Jackie Pangilinan  
 
Approval of Minutes:  Motion by Jeff Folker, Second by Suzanne Sands 
 
Public Comment:   None 

 

DISCUSSIONS/PRESENTATIONS: 
The Education Committee met on Feb. 22nd and was called to order at 8:15am. Minutes from the January meeting 
were approved, with Jeff Folker making the motion and Suzanne Sands making the second. 

 

Social Emotional Learning Update – Dr. Weimer/Mrs. Correa/Mrs. Pangilinan 
An overview on the work being done on Social Emotional Learning (SEL) was presented. Specifically, the team 
outlined the five competencies of SEL that will be used as goals for the work. These competencies were initially 
developed by the State of Illinois, the first state to develop SEL goals, and adopted into School Policy. While the 
team considered a broad range of options for their standards, they felt the state goals best aligned with our district 
goals. The five goals are 1) Self-Management, 2) Self-Awareness, 3) Social Awareness, 4) Relationship Skills, 5) 
Responsible Decision-Making.  
 
Internal research indicates that our teachers lack understanding of the SEL standards and are not teaching them in 
their classrooms. However, more than 80 percent of teachers believe these skills are extremely or very important 
for students to develop. Further, outside research shows that students who have a strong SEL program show an 11 
percentage point increase in academic achievement. D67 created an SEL Task Force to help address the standards 
across all grade levels and subject areas. The team is making presentations at staff meetings to gain feedback and 
determine how to scale the targets across the age groups for Tier 1 and Tier 2 programming. The team wants to 
take a multi-pronged approach that includes Staff PD, opportunities to embed SEL into the academic curriculum, 
and developing specific curricular options that teach life skills. 

 
ELO Update – Renee Devore, Tom Cardamone, Michael Kroll 
The DPM principals provided an update on ELO time at the middle school. DPM-West just finished its first session. 
ELO this year went from 2 days/week to 1 day/week. The team is currently evaluating the courses offered and how 
best to proceed moving forward. They want to move to more inquiry-based learning. 
 
DPM-East re-vamped their format this year based on teacher feedback. They found three days during the school 
year and made them ELO days. These days precede a holiday weekend or week when absenteeism is higher and 
rigorous academic learning more difficult. The first ELO day took place the Thursday before President’s weekend. 
43 different class options were presented to students, from cheerleading to model rocketry to garage band. Each 
student experienced six sessions per day. Post evaluations were conducted and 86% of students said that they 
want another day like this and 77% of students said that they tried something new or outside their comfort zone. 
The next ELO day is currently being planned for the day before spring break starts. 

 



 

 

Looping Report – Renee Devore, Rebecca Jenkins 
The Board requested an analysis of the current practice of Looping in 7th and 8th grade and how it may or may not 
be impacting the test score decline in 8th grade that we discussed during the Assessment Report at the December 
Board meeting. The looping report began by looking at assessment data over time. The MAP data shows no decline 
in performance from 7th to 8th grade, while the ISAT/PARCC data shows mixed results from 2007-2016. It is difficult 
to fully compare the 7th to 8th grade performance in all years given some of the changes in ISAT and PARCC testing 
during particular years. However, as formally discussed, the 8th grade decline is most apparent when comparing 
D67 to its peer districts. For example, over the last 9-year period, D67 under-performed vs. its peers when 
analyzing 7th to 8th grade growth in 6 of the 9 years in Reading and 8 of the 9 years in Math. Further, when looking 
solely at the percentage of 8th grade students who are meeting or exceeding standards, D67 under-performed its 
peers in 6 of the last 10 years (2011-2016) in Reading and 9 of the last 10 years in Math (all years except 2009). The 
same data for 7th grade shows under-performance in 5 of the 10 years and 6 of the 10 years for Reading and Math, 
respectively. D67 is the only district in the peer group that does looping. However, since the MAP data does not 
show a decline, other drivers of performance, such as differences in curricula or instructional minutes for example, 
must also be considered.  
 
The report also presented findings from all stakeholder groups, Students, Teachers and Parents, regarding Looping. 
Overall, all groups are positive concerning the practice, with 65% of 8th grade students, 76% of parents, and 60% of 
teachers agreeing that Looping is beneficial for students. Key benefits cited include continuity in learning, teacher-
student and student-student familiarity and trust, and getting off to a fast start in 8th grade. It is worth noting that 
25% of teachers do disagree or strongly disagree that looping is beneficial, saying it prevents teachers from 
refining their curriculum from year to year, becoming experts in their curricular area, and knowing more students 
in the school. However, the academic research shows many benefits of looping, particularly during the turbulent 
middle school years where it is especially important to monitor a child’s demeanor. 
 
Overall, the recommendation of the team is to continue with the practice of looping. While the achievement 
scores need to be addressed, it is believed that looping is not a factor in the dips seen. The next step is to better 

understand the key drivers of the long-term performance gap vs. peer districts. 
 

ELA Report – Susan Milsk 
Susan Milsk presented the Committee with a report on the Lucy Calkins Reading and Writing curriculum. A copy of 
this report is included in the Board packet. 

 

Motion to adjourn: 
The meeting adjourned at 11:35am.  Suzanne Sands made the motion and Jeff Folker seconded it. 

 

Next meeting: 
Wednesday, April 19, 2017 at 8:15 a.m. in Seminar A, West Campus. 


